Tamerlane, the 14th century Mongol Conqueror of Western Asia had an undescended testicle; and during the 15th and 16th centuries no man with undescended testicles was allowed to marry lawfully in France or Spain, the penalty for a breach of this law being excommunication.
The condition has excited the interest of surgeons since Hunter first dissected and named the gubernaculum testis. In 1820 Koch and Rosen- merkel each operated on a case, the latter successfully. It was not, however, until the end of the 19th and beginning of this century that maldescent of the testis was widely treated by operation, and it was in this period that all but one of the procedures at present in use were devised and perfected.
The treatment of the condition remained the undisputed possession of surgery until in 1930 Schapiro first used chorionic gonadotrophin for this purpose. This began a controversy between endocrinologists and surgeons which still continues, but it is now agreed that in many cases both methods are required to produce a result satisfying by anatomical and aesthetic standards. Even then the essential function of spermatogenesis will be inadequate or absent in a proportion of these successes.
Before discussing the mechanism of maldescent it is desirable to consider briefly the normal development and descent of the testicle. The body is developed from the genital eminence just caudal to the kidney, the piedidymis from the Wolffian body and the vas from the Wolffian duct. The epididymis and body appose and begin the descent about the second month of foetal life, reaching the neighbourhood of the internal ring in the sixth month. At birth the testicle has migrated at least to the neck if not to the base of the scrotum. In the later stages of the descent it is associated with the structure called by Hunter There are three theories which merit serious consideration, lhe first of these is that the position of the foetus in utero is fault} and causes abnormal pressure of the thigh on the inguinal canal and so prevents the testis emerging (Turner, 192; >) . ' (Browne, 1939 (Browne, , 1949 to it is preferable. In the former the testicle is retained by a purse-string in the neighbourhood of the third inguinal ring placed entirely anterior to the cord and in addition a suture is passed through the gubernaculum and tied over gauze on the outer side of the scrotum. In the latter the testis is passed through two slits in the pubic fascia and held down by this strap. 
